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Supergrandad becomes Reading Champion! 
 
When pupils at Mile Oak Primary, in 
Brighton, were asked to find an Adult 
Reading Champion in their family, the 
competition was on! One nomination 
particularly caught Deputy Head, Martin 
Cooper’s eye. Here he explains why. 
 
I asked all children in the school to nominate 
someone who had inspired them to read, and 
write to me to explain why that person should be 
a Reading Champion. Emily, year 6, embraced 
this challenge and secretly decided to produce 
an illustrated booklet about her grandad’s love 
for reading. The booklet was original, insightful 
and creative. When I saw the booklet, I knew I 
had found my first Adult Reading Champion.  
 
We invited Emily’s granddad in to school under 
the pretext that Emily was going to sing in 
assembly. Little did he know I was going to show 
the booklet as a PowerPoint and present him 
with a Reading Champions shirt, certificate and 
badge. He was absolutely thrilled! He has since nominated Emily as a Reading Champion 
and she received her bronze badge over the summer. Emily and her grandpa have been a 
real inspiration. 
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