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Fact fans will love this book, packed with hundreds 
of quirky questions  like ‘Who ate their own granny 
in a soup?’ and ‘How do you go to the toilet in 
space?’ Fun, interactive and educational!   

The Awfully Big Quiz Book    
N Arnold   
ISBN: 9780439973151  
Price: £4.99 

 

Orphan Molly Moon dreams of being special one 
day, and when she discovers a mysterious book on 
hypnotism she finally gets her wish! The first in an 
exciting and humourous series  of long chapter 
books recommended for confident readers. 

Molly Moon’s Incredible 
Book of Hypnotism    
G Byng   
ISBN: 9780330399852  
Price: £5.99 

 

More insights into the crazy life of Clarice Bean – 
the story (like her life) rips along at a hectic pace, 
starting with a flooded bathroom! Plenty of humour, 
but serious issues such as friends moving on also 
make this a good pick for stronger readers .  

Clarice Bean, Don’t Look 
Now    
L Child   
ISBN: 9781846165078  
Price: 6.99 

 

The story of Hiccup Haddock Horrendous III's rise 
to fame, through his dragon-training exploits. 
Packed with lively diagrams and jokes , this is a 
popular choice for older or more confident readers. 

How To Train Your Dragon    
C Cowell   
ISBN: 9780340860687  
Price: £5.99 

 

Another excellent example of a story told in verse , 
this book is great for less keen readers and tells the 
tale of Jack, who is encouraged to write a poem 
about a dog by his very creative teacher! 

Love That Dog 
S Creech   
ISBN: 9780747557494 
Price: £3.99 

 

Classic Dahl  telling the story of the appalling Mr 
and Mrs Twit, and how the muggle-wump monkeys 
and the roly-poly bird hatch an ingenious plan to 
give them just the nasty surprise they deserve! 

The Twits    
R Dahl   
ISBN: 9780141322759  
Price: £5.99 

 

The first of an exciting horror series  following the 
adventures of Luke Watson, a boy forced to move 
to Scream Street after he transforms into a 
werewolf, and his spooky new friends. 

Fang of the Vampire    
T Donbavand   
ISBN: 9781406320602  
Price: £4.99 

 

The inspiring story of Liverpool captain Gerrard’s 
rise to fame, adapted from the adult biography  
for younger football fans. Still a lengthy read at 256 
pages, so recommended for keen readers only! 

Steven Gerrard: My Story    
S Gerrard    
ISBN: 9781862304383  
Price: £5.99 

 

Jimmy dreams of becoming a pro footballer and 
wearing the number 7 shirt like his heroes. 
Designed for dyslexic or less confident readers , 
this includes facts about top players. 

The Number 7 Shirt 
A Gibbons 
ISBN: 9781842995365 
Price: £5.99 

 

A lovely little spiral-bound book featuring tasty 
treats to make including chocolate truffles, coconut 
mice and fruit bread. Recipes are illustrated  with 
step-by-step instructions and colour photographs.  

Yummy Little Cookbook 
R Gilpin   
ISBN: 9781409508496  
Price: £4.99 

 

Follow the hilarious adventures of Homer, Marge, 
Bart, Lisa and Maggie in this pocket-sized comic 
book . Recommended for all Simpsons fans and 
may also appeal to less keen or confident readers. 

Simpsons Comic 
Spectacular v2 
M Groening   
ISBN: 9781845767365  
Price: £4.99 
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Written by an ex-Spice Girl, the Ugenia Lavender 
series feature a lively 10 year-old girl, and the 
format includes short stories, news, top tips and 
puzzle pages. 

Ugenia Lavender    
G Halliwell   
ISBN: 9780230701434  
Price: £6.99 

 

One of the famous and extremely popular 
Where’s Wally?  series , this recent addition 
challenges readers to find bobble-hatted Wally in a 
range of ever-changing art-related scenes. 

The Great Picture Hunt    
M Handford   
ISBN: 9781406303827  
Price: £5.99 

 

Read about the life of Hannah Montana in this book 
containing stories, live action shots from the TV 
programme  and an exclusive mini book, featuring 
Hannah facts, quizzes and personality tests.  

Hold On Tight   
(Hannah Montana) 
ISBN: 9781407534480 
Price: £4.99 

 

TV tie-ins are often on the bestseller lists as they 
are fun and relaxing to read . In this story, fans of 
Disney’s popular High School Musical series can 
find out how to win votes the East High way.  

Get Your Vote On   
(High School Musical) 
ISBN: 9781407525761  
Price: £4.99 

 

By a popular adult author and comedian, this first 
book in a series about the teenage James Bond 
grips you from the first page. A gadget-laden 
adventure suitable for good but less keen readers . 

Silverfin    
C Higson   
ISBN: 9780141318592  
Price: £6.99 

 

A successful novel and film, this official graphic 
novel adaptation  of the film script is beautifully 
illustrated in a modern manga style. The fast pace 
of the story and clear visual clues should add to the 
appeal for less keen  pre-teen readers.  

Stormbreaker  (Graphic)    
A Horowitz, A Johnson, 
Kanako & Yuzuru   
ISBN: 9781844281114  
Price: £7.99 

 

A classic tale  set in 1910, when Maia, tragically 
orphaned at 13, is sent to live with distant relatives 
in the Amazon, accompanied by an eccentric 
governess. Recommended for strong readers . 

Journey to the River Sea   
E Ibbotson  
ISBN: 9780330397155  
Price: £5.99 

 

Hand-picked from hundreds of short stories written 
over the last 20 years, these spine-chilling stories  
with a twist are perfect for less confident readers 
and great for reading aloud at spooky sleepovers! 

Spookiest Stories  
P Jennings 
ISBN: 9780670028917 
Price: £6.99 

 

When Archie starts at his new school, he’s such a 
goody-goody no one wants to be friends with him. 
Then Miranda takes him on, and they strike up an 
unlikely friendship in this funny story  for ages 9+. 

Trust Me, I’m a Troublemaker    
P Johnson   
ISBN: 9780440866268  
Price: £4.99 

 

Twins Ovid and Lorelli Thornthwaite have been 
trying to kill each other for so long neither can 
remember who started it. A creative and witty tale 
for Lemony Snicket fans and confident readers.  

The Thornthwaite Inheritance 
G Jones 
ISBN: 9780747599821 
Price: £5.99 

 

Incredibly popular in the US, the Wimpy Kid series 
is being made into a film and this introduces nerdy 
Greg’s world in short journal-style entries and 
cartoons  – great for less keen or confident readers. 

Diary of a Wimpy Kid   
J Kinney    
ISBN: 9780141324906  
Price: £5.99 
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A companion to the Wimpy Kid series, this very 
interactive book has stories, colour cartoons and 
dozens of great activities such as top tens and 
designing a dream room. Highly recommended .   

Wimpy Kid DIY Book    
J Kinney 
ISBN: 9780141327679 
Price: £5.99 

 

A ‘Choose Your Own Adventure’-style book from 
the ‘Clone Wars’ series. Children can choose the 
direction of the story  and imagine themselves as 
a Jedi Knight. Includes links to online games . 

Star Wars: The Way of the 
Jedi (Decide Your Destiny) 
ISBN: 9781409302964 
Price: £5.99 

 

A word-of-mouth bestseller , this modern horror 
story begins when Stephanie inherits her uncle’s 
estate. Uncle Gordon was a famous writer, and she 
soon discovers where he got his best stories from… 

Skulduggery Pleasant    
D Landy   
ISBN: 9780007241620  
Price: £6.99 

 

The second hilarious adventure  starring Jiggy 
McCue. Jiggy's new underpants won't come off! As 
if that wasn't enough, they seem to give him a 
peculiar sort of power over people… 

The Killer Underpants 
M Lawrence 
ISBN: 9781841217130 
Price: £5.99 

 

Mousy Janey Brown’s life is turned upside-down 
when her fairy godmother shows up and transforms 
her into a sensational spylet! Spy fans will love this 
tale full of action, gadgets and exciting twists .  

Jane Blonde    
J Marshall   
ISBN: 9780330438148  
Price: £5.99 

 

Recommended for older, more confident readers, 
the popular Ally's World series covers common 
issues for ‘tween’ girls in a humourous way . In 
this story, Ally must deal with lots of family change 
and an old friend who seems to be acting 
strangely… 

Hassles, Heart-Pings and 
Sad Happy Endings    
K McCombie   
ISBN: 9780439943482  
Price: £4.99 

 

Saffy loves living with her quirky, creative family, but 
then she discovers that she’s adopted. Can her new 
friend Sarah help her feel less of an outsider? A 
rewarding read  for more confident, older children. 

Saffy's Angel    
H McKay   
ISBN: 9780340850800  
Price: £5.99 

 

A vampire-themed tale  for aspiring Twilight 
readers, or indeed anyone with a taste for horror. 
When long-lost twins Olivia and Ivy meet for the first 
time, they find they couldn’t be more different!  

My Sister the Vampire    
M Mercer   
ISBN: 9781405240864  
Price: £5.99 

 

From the hugely popular author and former 
children’s laureate Michael Morpurgo, this story tells 
the tale of Kaspar, the only cat to survive the 
sinking of the Titanic. 

Kaspar Prince of Cats 
M Morpurgo 
ISBN: 9780007267002 
Price: £5.99 

 

Written by a teacher and set in the weird world of 
Ribblestrop School (where the motto is ‘Life is 
Dangerous’) this brilliantly un-PC story is highly 
recommended for keen and confident readers.  

Ribblestrop    
A Mulligan   
ISBN: 9781847382306   
Price: £6.99 

 

Non-fiction fans and less confident readers  may 
enjoy this mixture of highly-illustrated facts about 
extreme sports ranging from parachuting to cheese 
rolling! Also includes a thrilling short story. 

Extreme Sports    
D Orme   
ISBN: 9781841675909  
Price: £4.99 
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The first of the successful Football Detective series, 
this is a gripping, football-themed page-turner  
featuring crime-fighting fan Danny Harte in his first 
case on the trail of a top player’s kidnapper. 

Foul Play    
T Palmer  
ISBN: 9780141323671  
Price: £5.99 

 

A hilarious tale of a girl with very few morals and a 
fondness for fire, and her adventures in the ‘Tread 
Quietly Clinic for Interesting Children’. Good for 
Dahl or Snicket fans but not for the faint-hearted .  

The Awful Tale of Agatha Bilke    
S Pattenden   
ISBN: 9781904977513  
Price: £5.99 

 

When Torak’s father is killed by a bear, he must 
learn how to survive in a harsh pre-historic world. 
Luckily he is able to befriend a wolf cub and a 
strange girl in this gripping and vivid story . 

Wolf Brother    
M Paver   
ISBN: 9781842551318  
Price: £6.99 

 

One of a popular series of comic-like chapter 
books , in this story Captain Underpants assists the 
purple potty people with a preposterous plight! Lots 
of activities make this good for less keen readers. 

Captain Underpants and… 
D Pilkey   
ISBN: 9781407103600  
Price: £4.99 

 

Edward’s Uncle Montague lives alone in a house in 
the woods, and has a stock of super-scary stories 
related to a range of objects in his house and 
garden. Spine-chilling stuff with an original twist! 

Uncle Montague’s Tales of…    
C Priestley   
ISBN: 9780747589211  
Price: £6.99 

 

Written by a popular author for teens, the Soccer 
Squad series for younger readers has plenty of boy 
appeal . In this story the Rushton Reds are on a 
losing streak and must learn to play as a team.  

Soccer Squad: Missing    
B Rai   
ISBN: 9781862306554  
Price: £4.99 

 

Keen readers will enjoy this diary-style story set in 
the fascinating world of Bathsheba Clarice de Trop, 
who struggles to distinguish real life from fantasy! 
Written by an ex-member of the NYRP team. 

Chips, Beans and Limousines   
L Rasheed   
ISBN: 9780746090916 
Price: £5.99 

 

When he vapourises his maths teacher, Percy 
discovers he’s not, in fact, a ‘normal kid’, but the son 
of a Greek god, and must prevent war by tracking 
down a lightning rod. Recently-filmed  action-packed 
fun  for confident readers. 

Percy Jackson and the 
Lightning Thief 
R Riordan   
ISBN: 9780141319131 
Price: £6.99 

 

Car fans will love this photographic, statistic-
packed guide  to the world's most exciting cars. 
One of a fun series of books (including football stars 
and sharks) recommended for less keen readers.  

Top Trumps: Ultimate Cars    
M Saunders   
ISBN: 9781844253951  
Price: £4.99 

 

A well-written series  with popular pursuits in mind! 
In this story, as a new girl at the Marcia Lane 
School of Drama and Dance, Bethany must prove 
herself to be worthy of her scholarship.  

Bethany’s Song   
H Skeet   
ISBN: 9780747587217  
Price: £4.99 

 

Animal lovers will enjoy this adventure story  with 
its strong female lead character  and vivid African 
landscape backdrop. One of a series, this more 
challenging read is suitable for confident readers. 

The Last Leopard    
L St. John   
ISBN: 9781842556672  
Price: £6.99 



  

 5 

National Young Readers’ Programme  
Recommended Booklist 2010  

 
Recommended for ages 9 to 12 

Cover Synopsis Details  

 

Mr Gum continues his evil escapades in the fourth 
instalment of the popular series. In this story, a 
curse seems to have fallen on Lamonic Bibber. A 
fun and relaxing read  for all ages.  

Mr Gum and the Power Crystals 
A Stanton   
ISBN: 9781405228176  
Price: £4.99 

 

An entertaining collection of more than 50 short and 
wonderfully funny poems by a range of well-
known names such as Michael Rosen and Paul 
Cookson, presented in a dyslexia-friendly  format.    

The Jumble Book    
R Stevens (Ed.)   
ISBN: 9780330468657  
Price: £4.99 

 

Set in a hospital ward where 11 year-old Jack has 
ended up following a tomato-related accident, this 
funny story  by a popular author for this age range 
is perfect for humour fans and less keen readers. 

Beware Killer Tomatoes    
J Strong   
ISBN: 9780141320588  
Price: £4.99 

 

A tie-in to the popular online world of Club Penguin, 
this ‘pick your path’ book allows children to decide 
the direction of the story and includes exclusive 
codes to unlock even more game-based fun!  

Club Penguin: Stowaway    
Sunbird   
ISBN: 9781409390152  
Price: £3.99 

 

Purple Class is sure Mr Wellington has died when 
they find a skeleton sitting in his chair. What will 
they say to the school inspector? An easier read  
recommended for less confident readers. 

Purple Class and the Skelington    
S Taylor   
ISBN: 9781845073770  
Price: £4.99 

 

At the top secret Higher Institute of Villainous 
Education, young criminal masterminds are taught 
the skills necessary to become evil geniuses. 
Adventurous fun for strong and older readers .  

H.I.V.E.    
M Walden   
ISBN: 9780747597216  
Price: £6.99 

 

Follow the adventures of the eccentric Glister 
Butterworth, a ‘magnet for the weird and unusual’, 
in this first of a series of graphic novels aimed at 
girls . In this tale, Glister helps a ghost in a teapot.  

Glister & the Haunted Teapot   
A Watson   
ISBN: 9781406320480  
Price: £4.99 

 

Budding artists will love this neat little hardback full 
of original and inspiring ideas  for drawings, 
paintings, prints and collages using a variety of 
interesting materials.  

Mini Art Projects 
F Watt 
ISBN: 9781409500995  
Price: £6.99 

 

A fascinating insight into the life of a great man , 
from his childhood in the Deep South to his famous 
civil rights campaign of the 1960s. A popular choice 
for history and biography fans. 

Martin Luther King   
V Wilkins   
ISBN: 9780749643539  
Price: £3.99 

 

A retelling of the classic story of the heroic deeds of King 
Arthur and the Knights of the Round Table, illustrated in 
colour with strip-cartoons and speech bubbles to 
complement the clearly written text of the stories. A good 
choice for less keen readers. 

King Arthur and the Knights 
of the Round Table     
M Williams   
ISBN: 9780744547924  
Price: £6.99 

 

Jayni and her mum leave home to escape domestic 
violence, and when they choose new names Jayni 
becomes the glam, grown-up Lola Rose! A sensitive 
handling of a difficult topic by a popular author .  

Lola Rose    
J Wilson   
ISBN: 9780552556132  
Price: £5.99 

 


