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Books with Hooks 
recommended reading list  

  
 

Interest level ages 5 - 8 
Cover Synopsis Details  Reading age 

 

An impressive model kit including 
fantastic features such as pop-up 
ghosts, spooky picture frames and 
skeletons. Glue, scissors and a bit of 
work should result in a masterpiece! 

Make this Haunted 
House 
I Ashman 
ISBN: 9780746084427 
Price: £5.99 

6+ 

 

A selection of horribly funny poems 
about animals. My favourite features a 
very bad crocodile: “No animal Is half 
so vile/As Crocky-Wock the crocodile” 

Dirty Beasts 
R Dahl 
ISBN: 9780141501741 
Price: £6.99 

7+ 

 

Bold photographs follow the progress 
of a beautiful horse from its first shaky 
steps to galloping around the paddock. 
A popular choice for all pony fans.  

Horse 
M Doyle & A Rinaldi 
ISBN: 9781416911036 
Price: £5.99 

6+ 

 

Ben’s happy to receive a penguin as a 
present, but whatever he does he can’t 
seem to get it to talk. A simple but 
effective tale of true friendship. 

Penguin 
P Dunbar 
ISBN: 9781406312461 
Price: £5.99 

5+ 

 

Ellie’s cat Tuffy brings her presents. 
Unfortunately, they’re dead animals so 
she’s not very grateful! Hear Tuffy’s 
side of the story in an entertaining story 
for readers new to chapter books. 

The Diary of a Killer 
Cat 
A Fine 
ISBN: 9780141317205 
Price: £4.99 

6+ 

 

A book with fewer words and lots of 
pictures that asks you to imagine what 
friends, family and possessions you’d 
like from lots of illustrated options. 

You Choose 
P Goodhart, N Sharratt 
ISBN: 9780552547086 
Price: £5.99 

6+ 

 

A funny book using a series of clever 
illustrations to show how changing the 
order of four key words can result in 
some very different scenes! A simple 
but effective exploration of language  

Orange, Pear, Apple, 
Bear  
E Gravett 
ISBN: 9781405090223 
Price: £4.99 

6+ 

A NYRP read-aloud favourite featuring 
pea-hating Daisy and her mum’s ever-
more tempting bribes to make her eat 
them. Includes a frieze and stickers. 

Eat Your Peas 
K Gray 
ISBN: 9781862302327 
Price: £5.99 

7+ 

 

A thrilling page-turner telling the story 
of a day in the life of an action figure. 
Fantastic illustrations and a great plot 
make this a fun story for new readers. 

Traction Man Is Here 
M Grey 
ISBN: 9780099451099 
Price: £5.99 

7+ 

Continued on p.2  
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Books with Hooks  
recommended reading list  

 
Interest level ages 5 - 8  

Cover Synopsis Details  Reading age 

 

A good book for children who are 
between picture and chapter books, the 
12 sound effect buttons help to 
encourage new readers to follow and 
interact with this simple story. 

Spot’s Noisy Night  
E Hill 
ISBN: 9780723259480 
Price: £9.99 

7+ 

 

The amazing story of how an Emperor 
Penguin chick is born and raised, told in 
friendly language, with beautiful 
illustrations and a read-along CD. 

The Emperor’s Egg  
M Jenkins  
ISBN: 9781406312997 
£6.99 

6+ 

 

Imagine an eye bigger than your head! 
This visually stunning book allows 
children to measure themselves against 
the real size of animals great and small.  

Actual Size 
S Jenkins 
ISBN: 9781845075668 
Price: £9.99 

7+ 

 

Crocodile has plenty of jobs to do 
around the house but Alligator is always 
too busy to help. The fun finger puppet 
can help to keep the attention of less 
keen readers. 

See You Later, 
Alligator! 
A Kubler 
ISBN: 9781904550051 
Price: £6.99 

7+ 

 

A gently humourous book with quirky 
illustrations tells the story of lovable 
mammoth siblings Oscar and Arabella’s 
first day at The Mammoth Academy. 

Mammoth Academy 
N Layton 
ISBN: 9780340930298 
Price: £4.99 

8+ 

This large-format, fold-out information 
book is full of amazing facts about these 
often misunderstood mammals. Vibrant 
illustrations help to bring the text to life. 

Bats 
A John L’Hommedieu 
ISBN: 9780859539623 
Price: £8.99 

8+ 
 

 

Discover who or what is on the menu 
when it's dino-dinnertime. A graphically-
illustrated book that will appeal to 
dinosaur fans with strong stomachs! 

Dino Dinners 
A Manning 
ISBN: 9781845076894 
Price: £6.99 

7+ 

 

Everyone in Fairyland is preparing for 
the Fairy Olympics, but how can they 
stop Jack Frost from cheating with his 
stolen magic items? Popular, formulaic 
fiction aimed at newly confident readers.  

Gemma the 
Gymnastic Fairy 
D Meadows 
ISBN: 9781846168949 
Price: £3.99 

6+ 

 

Bertie’s awful habits range from nose-
picking to weeing on the flowerbed! Try 
and resist the "No, Bertie! That's dirty, 
Bertie!" refrain. Great fun to read-aloud. 

Dirty Bertie 
D Roberts 
ISBN: 9781854308207 
Price: £5.99 

6+ 

 

These spiral-bound stories allow you to 
mix and match fairy tales to create 
dozens of your own sensible or silly 
stories! Highly interactive and great fun. 

Mixed Up Fairy Tales 
H Robinson 
ISBN: 9780340875582 
Price: £6.99 

7+ 

Continued on p.3  
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Books with Hooks  
recommended reading list  

Interest level ages 5 - 8  
Cover Synopsis Details  Reading age 

 

The humourous story of a multicultural 
football team's unlikely rise to fame in 
the Cup Final. Bright illustrations and 
short chapters appeal to new readers. 

Even Stevens F.C 
M Rosen 
ISBN: 9781903015711 
Price: £4.99 

8+ 

 

The hilarious tale of a naughty rabbit 
who rides around on a motorbike 
bopping everyone on the head. Lucky 
there’s a fairy to teach him a lesson! 

Little Rabbit Foo Foo 
M Rosen 
ISBN: 9780744598001 
Price: £5.99 

6+ 

 

Another RIF read-aloud favourite, this 
clever, thrilling and very funny book tells 
the story of a little girl who gets lost on 
the beach, from ‘her’ dog’s point of view. 

Rover 
M Rosen 
ISBN: 9780747546894 
Price: £5.99 

7+ 

A simple but effective split-page book. 
Newer readers will enjoy concocting 
hundreds of fantastical food creations 
(cornflakes and ketchup anyone?) by 
turning sections of each page. 

Ketchup On Your 
Cornflakes? 
N Sharratt 
ISBN: 9780439950640 
Price: £5.99 

6+ 

 

A wordless tale of adventure and 
friendship set in the time of 
Shakespeare. No text means children 
can use their imagination to tell the story 
from the pictures alone. 

The Boy, the Bear, the 
Baron, the Bard 
G Rogers 
ISBN: 9781741145359 
Price: £6.99 

0+ 

 

A good introduction to a great author for 
newly fluent readers. Meet the eccentric 
and gifted pupils of Wayside in this story 
of an unusual school where strange 
things always seem to be happening.  

Sideways Stories 
from Wayside School 
L Sachar 
ISBN: 9780747571773 
Price: £4.99 

7+ 

 

Araminta Spook is just like any girl that 
likes werewolves and vampires. She’d 
love to see a ghost, and living in Spook 
House there is a fair chance she will! 

My Haunted House 
A Sage 
ISBN: 9780747583462 
Price: £5.99 

8+ 

 

A fun picture book telling the story of 
Timothy and his new telescope. Lots of 
rhymes, actions and refrains for children 
to enjoy make this a RIF favourite.  

Shark In the Park 
N Sharratt 
ISBN: 9780552549776 
Price: £5.99 

7+ 

 

Naughty characters such as Dirty Bertie 
and Horrid Henry are great for drawing 
in less keen readers. In this story Henry 
seeks revenge when Perfect Peter 
steals his birthday party theme. 

Horrid Henry Robs 
the Bank 
F Simon 
ISBN: 9781842551325 
Price: £4.99 

8+ 

 

A battered journal reveals 8 year-old 
Charlie Small’s wild adventures, but are 
all the amazing stories just an elaborate 
hoax? Fun for less keen readers. 

Gorilla City 
C Small 
ISBN: 9780385617277 
Price: £4.99 

8+ 

Continued on p.4  
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Books with Hooks  
recommended reading list  

 

Interest level ages 5 - 8 
Cover Synopsis Details  Reading age 

 

A graphic novel adaptation of the 2009 
film version of Kate di Camillo’s 
wonderful tale of the adventures of a 
brave and curious mouse.  

The Tale of 
Desperaux 
M Smith  
ISBN: 9780763640750 
Price: £5.99 

8+ 

 

This new collection of poetry has been 
designed with dyslexic readers in mind. 
sixty wonderfully funny poems layout, 
font and paper colour designed  

The Jumble Book 
Ed. R Stevens 
ISBN: 9780330468657 
Price: £4.99 

8+ 

 

Packed with jokes, quizzes, puzzles, 
games, extracts from lots of favourite 
stories and a brand new short story from 
the very funny Jeremy Strong, this a 
great book for dipping in and out of. 

Laugh Your Socks Off 
Joke Book 
J Strong  
ISBN: 9780141325132 
Price: £4.99 

6+ 

  

Budding artists will be inspired by lots of 
new information, techniques, ideas and 
projects including thumb-print lions and 
a farmyard animal race.  

How to Draw Animals 
F Watt 
ISBN: 9780746063644 
Price: £4.99 

7+ 

 

Children with visual or learning 
difficulties may enjoy the extra level of 
interaction offered by this series of 
highly-textured books. 

That’s Not My Car 
F Watt 
ISBN: 9780746056622 
Price: £5.99 

5+ 

 

Jack is so short it doesn’t look like he’ll 
be allowed on the school football team – 
until his special technique is discovered, 
that is! An easy to read story from a 
series aimed at less keen readers. 

A Footballer Called 
Flip 
I Whybrow 
ISBN: 9780340917985 
Price: £3.99 

8+ 

 

Little Wolf must learn proper wolfish 
behaviour, but huffing and puffing, 
saying rude words and fibbing don’t 
seem to come naturally! A hilarious book 
for less keen and confident readers. 

Little Wolf’s Book of 
Badness 
I Whybrow 
ISBN: 9780006751601 
Price: £3.99  

7+ 

 

Simple text, colour photos and cartoon 
style illustrations tell the story of Rachel 
Yanks, who started playing for Arsenal 
at 16 and now has 80 caps for England. 

Yanks at the Top 
R Yankey 
ISBN: 9781841678511 
Price: £4.99 

5+ 

Books for ages 9 - 12 follow on pages 5 - 9  
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Books with Hooks  
recommended reading list  

 

Interest level ages 9 - 12 
Cover Synopsis Details Reading age 

A ‘Choose Your Own Adventure’-style 
book from the ‘Clone Wars’ series. 
Children can choose the direction of the 
story and imagine themselves as a Jedi 
Knight. Includes links to online games. 

Star Wars: The Way 
of the Jedi (Decide 
Your Destiny) 
ISBN: 9781409302964 
Price: £5.99 

9+ 

 

Highly recommended for less confident 
readers, short sentences and verse tell 
the story of bully Sam’s unlikely friendship 
with the remarkable Davey.  

Cloud Busting 
M Blackman 
ISBN: 9780440866152 
Price: £4.99 

9+ 

 

One of a gripping new adventure series 
set in Avantia, a kingdom under threat 
from an evil wizard and six terrifying 
beasts. Imaginative fantasy that keeps the 
attention of less keen readers. 

Beast Quest: Claw the 
Giant Monkey 
A Blade 
ISBN: 9781846169892 
Price: £4.99 

9+ 

 

Is a sinister hand puppet the reason for 
the school’s sudden leap in the league 
tables? Graphic-novel style pictures 
complement a fast-paced story. 

The Puppet Master 
P Blum 
ISBN: 9781846801822 
Price: £5.99 

7+ 

 

Can a Celtic boy save his tribe by 
assassinating the Emperor Hadrian - or 
will the building of a wall save them both? 
Vivid adventure for less confident readers. 

Assassin! 
T Bradman 
ISBN: 9781842994580 
Price: £5.99 

 
8+ 

 

 

A rib-tickling selection of silly poems by a 
range of old and new poets that children 
will enjoy dipping in and out of.  

Silly Poems 
Ed P Cookson 
ISBN: 9780439959810 
Price: £3.99 

8+ 

The first of an exciting new series 
following the adventures of Luke Watson, 
moved to Scream Street against his will 
after he transforms into a werewolf.  
Contact BBfS directly to ask about this 
specially-priced edition. 

Fang of the Vampire 
T Donbavand 
ISBN: 9781406314243 
Price: £0.99 9+ 

 

The dramatic story of Lucy’s spooky 
house, presented in a beautifully-
illustrated picture book format with text 
and graphics aimed at older readers.  

Wolves in the Walls 
N Gaiman 
ISBN: 9780747591627 
Price: £5.99 

8+ 

 

One of a series of books that help 
budding manga artists to learn how to 
draw a range of characters in different 
poses, including tips on shadow and 
movement. N.B. Limited availability. 

How to Draw Manga 
(Action figures - men)  
P Gray  
ISBN: 9780749666194 
Price: £4.99 

8+ 

 

Written by an ex-Spice Girl, the Ugenia 
Lavender series feature a lively 10 year-
old girl. The format includes short 
stories, news, top tips and puzzle pages.  

Ugenia Lavender 
G Halliwell 
ISBN: 9780230701434 
Price: £6.99 

9+ 

Continued on p.6  
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Books with Hooks  
recommended reading list  

 

Interest level ages 9 - 12 
Cover Synopsis Details Reading age 

 

Apparently a favourite of the Dalai 
Lama, this tale has all the adventure, 
intrigue and humour you’d expect from 
Hergé. A wonderful illustrated story.  

Tintin in Tibet 
Hergé 
ISBN: 9781405206310 
Price: £6.99 

8+ 

 

A hitchhiker who isn't what he seems, a 
mobile phone that lets you contact the 
dead…just a sample of the sinister 
stories that you’ll wish you hadn’t read! 

More Horowitz Horror 
A Horowitz  
ISBN: 9781846169700 
Price: £5.99 

9+ 

 

The first of 6 books in the action-packed 
Alex Rider series. When his guardian 
dies in suspicious circumstances, 14-
year-old Alex becomes a teenage spy.  

Stormbreaker 
A Horowitz 
ISBN: 9781844280926 
Price: £6.99 

11+ 

 

The official graphic novel adaptation of 
2006’s film version of the novel above, 
beautifully illustrated in a modern manga 
style. Will appeal to keen pre-teen 
readers or less keen or confident teens.  

Stormbreaker (Graphic) 
A Horowitz, A Johnson, 
Kanako and Yuzuru 
ISBN: 9781844281114 
Price: £7.99 

9+ 

 

One of a 24-part series using dialogue, 
humour and non-fiction elements to 
encourage less keen readers, featuring 
a gang of boys getting into scrapes as 
they investigate strange mysteries. 

Mystery Mob and the 
Top Talent Contest 
R Hurn  
ISBN: 9781846804298 
Price: £3.99 

7+ 

 

A collection of thrilling short stories with 
a twist in the tale – you’ll never guess 
how each story ends! A great book for 
reluctant or less confident readers. 

13 Unpredictable Tales 
P Jennings 
ISBN: 9780140377903 
Price: £5.99 

9+ 

 

The inspiring story of Liverpool captain 
Gerrard’s rise to fame, adapted from the 
adult biography for younger football 
fans. Still a lengthy read at 256 pages, 
so recommended for keen readers only! 

Steven Gerrard: My 
Story 
S Gerrard  
ISBN: 9781862304383 
Price: £5.99 

10+ 

 

Designed to be accessible for readers 
with dyslexia, this book tells the story of 
Jimmy’s dreams of becoming a pro 
footballer and includes lots of footy facts.  

The Number 7 Shirt 
A Gibbons 
ISBN: 9781842995365 
Price: £5.99 

8+ 

 

The latest in a consistently popular 
series challenging readers to find 
bobble-hatted Wally in a range of ever-
changing scenes. Extra activities and 
stickers guarantee hours of fun. 

Where’s Wally? The 
Great Picture Hunt 
M Handford 
ISBN: 9781406303827   
Price: £6.99 

6+ 

 

Silverfin, by writer and comedian Charlie 
Higson’s, introduces readers to the 
teenage James Bond in a gripping page-
turner full of adventure and excitement. 

Silverfin 
C Higson 
ISBN: 9780141318592 
Price: £6.99 

11+ 

Continued on p.7  
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Books with Hooks  
recommended reading list  

Interest level ages 9 - 12  
Cover Synopsis Details  Reading age  

 

Talent, stardom, hard work and 
heartache...welcome to Fame School! 
Aspiring popstars will love following the 
kids at Rockley Park as they try to make 
their dreams come true. 

Fame School: Secret 
Ambition 
C Jefferies 
ISBN: 9780746061206 
Price: £5.99 

9+ 

 

One in the ‘Reality Check’ series, this 
tells the amazing story of Matthew 
Henson, an African-American explorer 
who was one of the first men to reach 
the North Pole. 

Arctic Hero 
C Johnson 
ISBN: 9781842994931 
Price: £5.99 

8+ 

 

Subtitled ‘a novel in cartoons’ the 
pictures and humour of the short journal-
style entries in this popular title will keep 
less keen or confident readers happy. 

Diary of a Wimpy Kid  
J Kinney 
ISBN: 9780141324906 
Price: £5.99 

9+ 

 

A word-of-mouth bestseller, this modern 
horror story begins when Stephanie 
inherits her famous writer uncle’s estate. 
She soon discovers his inspiration… 

Skulduggery Pleasant 
Derek Landy 
ISBN: 9780007241620 
Price: £6.99 

11+ 

 

A hilarious series of books featuring 
Jiggy McCue and his friends. Jiggy’s 
adventure begins when his mum buys 
him a pair of underpants from hell… 

Killer Underpants 
Michael Lawrence 
ISBN: 9781408304013 
Price: £5.99 

9+ 

 

Learn about the fascinating underwater 
lives of sharks in this guide, one of an 
excellent non-fiction series that combine 
photography and diagrams. 

Eyewitness: Sharks  
M McQuitty 
ISBN: 9781405329248 
Price: £7.99 

8+ 

 

When mousy Janey Brown’s godmother 
shows up, her life is turned upside-
down. Girl spy fans will love this tale full 
of action, gadgets and exciting twists.  

Jane Blonde 
Jill Marshall 
ISBN: 9780330438148 
Price: £5.99 

9+ 

 

Long-lost twins Olivia and Ivy couldn’t be 
more different – Olivia’s a cheerleader 
and Ivy’s a vampire! A great story for 
aspiring Stephanie Meyer (Twilight) 
readers with a liking for horror. 

Switched: My Sister 
the Vampire 
S Mercer 
ISBN: 9781405240864 
Price: £5.99 

9+ 

 

Whether you’d like to know if rabbits fart 
or computers will ever be cleverer than 
people, this is a great choice for anyone 
who likes fascinating scientific questions 
to be answered in a brain-friendly way!  

Why Is Snot Green? 
G Murphy 
ISBN 9780330448529 
Price: £5.99 

9+ 

 

Simple language and Manga style 
pictures tell the story of 14 year-old 
genius Rick Shaw, who vows to use his 
brains to fight evil - as Boffin Boy!  

Boffin Boy and the  
D Orme 
ISBN: 9781841676135 
Price: £4.99 

6+ 

Continued on p.8  
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Books with Hooks  
recommended reading list  

Interest level ages 9 - 12  
Cover Synopsis Details  Reading age  

 

Lots of great, highly-illustrated facts 
about a range of extreme sports from 
cheese rolling to parachuting, followed 
by a thrilling short story, 'The Climb'. 

Extreme Sports 
D Orme 
ISBN: 9781841675909 
Price: £4.99 

5+ 

 

A gripping, football-themed page-turner 
of a detective story featuring crime-
fighting fan Danny Harte in his first case 
on the trail of a top player’s kidnapper. 

Foul Play 
T Palmer 
ISBN: 9780141323671 
Price: £5.99 

11+ 

 

Max, Fang, Iggy, Nudge, Gazzy and 
Angel are 6 very unusual children, and 
their amazing powers mean they’re often 
in danger – and being able to fly isn’t 
always enough to keep them safe... 

Maximum Ride: 
Saving the World…  
J Patterson 
ISBN: 9780755322022 
Price: £7.99 

10+ 

 

Paul Faustino, South America's top 
football journalist, relates the incredible 
story of the mysterious “El Gato”, the 
best goalkeeper in the world. 

Keeper 
M Peet 
ISBN: 9781406303933 
Price: £6.99 

11+ 

 

A selection of super-scary short stories 
make up this spine-chilling book 
recommended for horror-lovers and less 
keen readers. Best read just before 
bedtime! 

Uncle Montague’s 
Tales of Terror 
C Priestley 
ISBN: 9780747589211 
Price: £6.99 

7+ 

 

Comic fans will enjoy this series of 
chapter books featuring an unlikely 
superhero. A page-turning plot and 
special features such as Flip-o-Rama 
help keep attention of less keen readers. 

Captain Underpants and 
the Prepostorous…  
D Pilkey 
ISBN: 9781407103600 
Price: £5.99 

8+ 

 

Less keen readers should enjoy this 
highly original page-turner featuring the 
adventures of two refreshingly different 
heroes. 

Mortal Engines 
P Reeve 
ISBN: 9781407110912 
Price: £6.99 

11+ 

 

A mixture of short bursts of text, high 
interest topics including and colourful, 
enticing illustrations make this a great 
series for reluctant or less confident 
readers.   

Superheroes 
(Snapshots)  
F Ridley  
ISBN: 9781846804434  
Price: £6.99 

9+ 

 

Car fans will love this photographic, 
statistic-packed guide to 45 of the world's 
most exciting cars. One of a series of 
excellent books on subjects including 
football stars, Doctor Who and sharks. 

Top Trumps: Ultimate 
Cars  
M Saunders 
ISBN: 9781844256419 
Price: £4.99 

9+ 

 

Triton, an evil alien genius, is trying to 
take over the world! Only you can decide 
how to stop Triton in this exciting 
‘choose your own adventure’ story. 

The Space Plague 
J Shadow 
ISBN: 9781840466942 
Price: £4.99 

8+ 

Continued on p.9  
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Books with Hooks  
recommended reading list  

 

Interest level ages 9 - 12  
Cover Synopsis Details  Reading age  

 

If you like happy endings, don’t read the 
‘Series of Unfortunate Events’, in which 
the Baudelaire siblings suffer all sorts of 
misfortunes! 

The Bad Beginning 
L Snicket 
ISBN: 9781405249539 
Price: £5.99 

9+ 

 

Roald Dahl fans will love this hilarious 
tale of mean, miserable old Mr. Gum, 
and the bath-dwelling fairy that hits him 
with a frying pan whenever his garden 
starts to look messy. 

You’re a Bad Man, Mr 
Gum 
A Stanton 
ISBN: 9781405223102 
Price: £4.99 

7+ 

 

Fergus doesn’t realise his ship-based 
lessons are odd until a flying box reveals 
his teachers are pirates! Inventive 
fantasy for newly fluent readers.  

Fergus Crane 
P Stewart 
ISBN: 9780440866541 
Price: £4.99 

8+ 

 

Tommy is worried about the strange 
pupils at his new school in this 
gruesome page-turner recommended for 
those not worried by nightmares.  

Haunted School 
R L Stine 
ISBN: 9780439774758 
Price: £3.99 

9+ 

 

Tank fans will enjoy browsing this bright 
and colourful book, containing lots of 
statistics, photos and facts about army 
machines told in simple language 
accessible to less able readers.  

Military Machines 
(Snapshots)  
J A C West  
ISBN: 9781846804489 
Price: £6.99 

9+ 

 

Cacofonix is the worst musician in the 
entire ancient world – his singing makes 
rain fall! Will the magic carpet help 
Asterix and Obelix find somewhere that 
his ‘talents’ can be appreciated? 

Asterix and the Magic 
Carpet 
Uderzo and Goscinny 
ISBN: 9780752847764 
Price: £7.99 

7+ 

 

Written in response to his dyslexic son's 
need for stimulating, approachable 
reading material, l method of providing 
reluctant readers with enthusiasm 

The Spot on my Bum 
Gez Walsh 
ISBN: 9781407107981 
Price: £6.99 

 
6+ 

 
Fantastic stories from top children’s 
authors, each told in 366 words. Try out 
Charlie Higson, Anne Fine, Paul Stewart 
and even Tom Fletcher from McFly... 

WOW 366! 
Ed I Whybrow 
ISBN: 9781407107981 
Price: £6.99 

9+ 

 

Told in lively comic-strip style, this book 
relates eleven action-packed tales about 
Robin and his merry men. The highly-
illustrated, colourful stories keep less 
keen or confident readers engaged. 

Adventures of Robin 
Hood  
M Williams 
ISBN: 9781406311372 
£6.99 

6+ 

 

Packed with cartoon-strip illustrations 
and short biographies, this features the 
fascinating stories of famous and not-so-
famous inventors and inventions from 
around the world. 

Three Cheers for 
Inventors  
M Williams 
ISBN: 9781406301717 
£6.99 

6+ 
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Books with Hooks  
recommended reading list  

Interest level ages 13+ 
Cover Synopsis Details  Reading age 

 

When community service turns 17-year-
old geek Tyler to school Alpha male, he 
finally catches the eye of rich, beautiful 
Bethany, but then everything goes wrong 

Twisted 
L H Anderson 
ISBN: 9780340956458 
Price: £5.99 

14+ 

 

Aimed at less confident readers, the 
Shadows series is set on an Earth 
devastated by aliens, with a sinister 
organisation known as ‘The Firm’ in 
charge. A gripping, illustrated thriller. 

Shadows: the Enemy 
Inside   
P Blum  
ISBN: 9781846804557 
Price: £5.99 

6+ 

 

Finbar Black's day is turned upside 
down when a crazy, beautiful girl bursts 
into the house with a gun and a bag full 
of cash. Will he be able to make her tell 
her story. 

Bloodline 
K Brooks 
ISBN: 9781842992029 
Price: £5.99 

8+ 

 

Following the emotional story of JJ, 
released from prison 6 years after 
murdering a friend. She has a new 
identity, but can she lead a ‘normal’ life? 

Looking for JJ 
A Cassidy 
ISBN: 9780439977173 
Price: £5.99 

12+ 

 

From author Grace “I’ve cajoled kids 
who claim to have never read anything 
longer than a text message into reading 
three entire novels and nagging for the 
fourth” Dent. 

Diary of a Chav 
G Dent 
ISBN: 9780340932179 
Price: £5.99 

12+ 

When 15-year-old Shell’s mum dies, her 
dad falls apart and she has to take care 
of her siblings. She then has to cope 
with the scandal of an unplanned 
pregnancy. 

A Swift, Pure Cry 
S Dowd 
ISBN: 9780099488163 
£5.99 

14+ 

 

The moving story of 16-year-old Tessa, 
who has terminal leukemia, and her list 
of things she wants to experience before 
she dies – from petty crime to true love. 

Before I Die 
J Downham 
ISBN: 9781862304871 
Price: £6.99 

14+ 

 

This fascinating book gives you all the 
essential information you need about 
extra-terrestrial life, has lots of great 
photos and even includes a short story.  

UFOs and Aliens 
S Fleming 
ISBN: 9781846801907 
Price: £6.99 

8+ 

 

A spooky story of Coraline, a girl who 
finds a parallel world beyond the door of 
her new house – complete with parents 
who have buttons for eyes… 

Coraline 
N Gaiman 
ISBN:9780747562108 
Price: £6.99 

11+ 

 

15 year-old Christopher has Asperger's 
Syndrome, and although he’s good at 
maths, he’s not so good with people. 
When a local dog dies in mysterious 
circumstances, he tries to find out why. 

The Curious Incident 
of the Dog in the… 
M Haddon 
ISBN 9780099456766 
Price: £7.99 

12+ 

Continued on p.11  
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Books with Hooks  
recommended reading list  

 

Interest level ages 13+ 
Cover Synopsis Details  Reading age 

 

Takeo’s entire village has been wiped out, 
but he escapes and develops incredible 
powers that make him a perfect assassin. 
Will he use his skills for good or evil? A 
spell-binding adventure for older teens. 

Across the Nightingale 
Floor 
L Hearn 
ISBN: 9780330415286 
Price: £6.99 

15+ 

 

Nesta’s struggling to keep up with new 
boyfriend Simon’s upper class 
background, but friends Izzie and Lucy are 
on hand as ever to give her plenty of 
relationship advice. Well-written fun. 

Mates, Dates & 
Portobello Princesses 
C Hopkins 
ISBN: 9781853409295 
Price: £ 6.99 

12+ 

 

A ‘choose your own adventure’ fantasy 
that fully involves the reader in interacting 
with the development of the story. Short 
bursts of text and non-stop action will 
keep the attention of less keen readers. 

The Warlock of Firetop 
Mountain 
Jackson & Livingstone 
ISBN: 9781840463873 
Price: £5.99 

12+ 

One of a series featuring the enigmatic 
Dark man, a shadowy loner living in the 
shadows. In this story, he must pit his 
powers against the evil Shadow Masters.  

The Dark Side of Magic  
Peter Lancett 
ISBN: 9781841674148 
Price: £3.99 

5+ 

 

Like any girl her age, Jess wants to be 
popular, clever and devastatingly 
gorgeous. Sadly best friend Flora has 
beaten her to it. Laugh-out-loud teenage 
trauma that anyone will relate to! 

Girl, 15, Charming but 
Insane 
Sue Limb 
ISBN: 9781408801963 
Price: £5.99 

13+ 

 

Henry is Hector Brunty’s brain tumour. 
Funny, rude and fearless, he’s like 
Hector’s alter-ego, and he’s starting to 
take him over. Page-turner for older teens. 

Henry Tumour 
A McGowan 
ISBN: 9780099488231 
Price: £5.99 

12+ 

 

17 year-old Danny is told he can’t join the 
army as his grandfather was a traitor, but 
he’s determined to find out the truth. A 
fast-paced thriller with SAS survival tips. 

Boy Soldier 
A McNab and R Rigby 
ISBN 9780552552219 
Price: £5.99 

13+ 

 

First of a series creating as much 
excitement as Harry Potter. 17-year-old 
Isabella moves to dull Washington, 
where she meets enigmatic Ed... 

Twilight 
S Meyer 
ISBN: 9781904233657 
Price: £6.99 

14+ 

 

Children that slip under adult radar so 
secret organisation CHERUB uses them 
to fight terrorism. The first in an exciting 
military-themed adventure series. 

The Recruit 
R Muchamore 
ISBN: 9780340881538 
Price: £6.99 

13+ 

 

13-year-old Todd is the only boy in a 
town of men. On an alien planet on 
which everyone can hear each other’s 
thoughts, he can tell he doesn’t fit in with 
their plans. Original, powerful storytelling  

The Knife of Never 
Letting Go 
P Ness 
ISBN: 9781406320756 
Price: £7.99 

11+ 

Continued on p.12  
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Books with Hooks  
recommended reading list  

 

Interest level ages 13+  
Cover Synopsis Details  Reading age 

Be warned, it’s impossible to read any of 
the books in this series featuring 14 
year-old Georgia Nicolson and her 
teenage trials in public without laughing 
out loud! A popular film of summer 2008. 

Angus, Thongs and 
Full Frontal Snogging 
L Rennison 
ISBN: 9780007218677 
Price: £6.99 

12+ 

The first of the horror master’s 
Demonata series. When he meets Lord 
Loss, Grubbs Grady learns the world is 
vicious, magic is possible and demons 
are real. 

Lord Loss 
D Shan 
ISBN: 9780007193202 
Price: £6.99 

 
11+ 

 

 

The chilling tale of the respectable Dr. 
Jekyll and his terrifying alter-ego, Mr. 
Hyde. The simplified text and comic-
book style illustrations bring the story to 
life for less keen or confident readers. 

Strange Case of Dr 
Jekyll and Mr Hyde 
R L Stevenson 
ISBN: 9781842995686 
Price: £7.99 

8+ 

 

Starting fires makes Josh feel alive, and 
soon the power of destruction is taking 
over his life and it seems nothing can 
stop him. An enthralling cautionary tale  

Burn Out 
R Swindells 
ISBN: 9781842994634 
Price: £5.99 

8+ 

 

Tally can’t wait for her 16th birthday, 
when she’ll be transformed from an 
'Ugly' into a 'Pretty'. But then she meets 
Shay... A thought-provoking read. 

Uglies 
S Westerfeld 
ISBN: 9781416911043   
Price: £6.99 

11+ 

An innovative hybrid of illustration and 
prose tells the story of MALICE, a comic 
about a world full of traps and tricks. An 
enthralling read for early teens.  

Malice 
C Wooding 
ISBN: 9781407103945 
Price: £6.99  

11+ 

 

As seen on TV, the Gossip Girl series 
follows the rich, beautiful teenage 
residents the glamorous Upper East 
Side as they party, shop and gossip.  

Gossip Girl 
C Von Ziegesar 
ISBN: 9780747597247 
Price: £6.99  

12+ 

 

A teacher is dead, murdered by two of 
his students. He was a good man, so 
how could this happen? Jackson 
investigates in this challenging story. 

Teacher’s Dead 
B Zephaniah 
ISBN: 9780747586098 
Price: £6.99 

11+ 

How well do you know Richard, Jeremy 
and James? Test your Top Gear 
knowledge in this brain draining quiz 
book, packed with crazy questions. 

Stupidly Hard Quiz 
Book 
Top Gear 
ISBN: 9781405904537 
Price: £4.99 

7+ 

For more information please visit www.literacytrust.org.uk /nyrp  
N.B. All ‘reading ages’ are approximate and intended as guides only. 
 
Useful links: www.booktrustchildrensbooks.org.uk, www.boysintobooks.co.uk, 
www.literacytrust.org.uk/Links/special.html, www.nasen.org.uk, www.senpress.co.uk 


