
          School number    Pupil ID number 
 
 

We want to know what you think about reading 
 
Thank you for taking part in this questionnaire. Don’t try to write what you think 
teachers want you to write; tell us what you really think. This is anonymous; no one 
will know what answers you have given. 

 
About you 

 

1.  Are you a:    Boy   Girl  
 
 

2.  How old are you?    (In years. For example, if you are eight, write 08) 
 

3.  Do you get free school meals?   Yes   No   Don’t know   
 

4.  How much do you enjoy reading? (Tick one box only) 

Not at all    A bit     Quite a lot       Very much  
 
5.  On a scale of 1 – 10, how good a reader do you think you are? (Tick one box only) 
Not a very good reader Average reader Excellent reader 

   1    2    3    4    5    6    7    8    9    10   
 
6.  How often do you read outside of school? (Tick one box only)  

Every day or almost every day  Once or twice a week Once or twice a month 

Never or almost never      

 
7.  Do you think you read enough? (Tick one box only) 

Yes  No, but I would like to read more    No, and I don’t want to read more  
 
8.  How many books do you think there are in your home? (Tick one box only) 

None  1-10  11-50  

51-100  101-250  251-500  

More than 500  
    

 
9.  How often do you talk with your family about what you are reading? (Tick one box only)  

Every day or almost every day  Once or twice a week Once or twice a month 

Never or almost never      
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What you think about reading 
 
10.   What do you think about reading?  (Tick one box for each statement) 
 

Strongly 
Agree Agree 

Neither 
agree nor 
disagree Disagree 

Strongly 
Disagree 

Reading is more for girls than boys      
Reading is boring      

Reading is hard for me      
Reading is important      

I can't find books that interest me      

I read outside of school      
I like going to the library      

I would be happy if someone gave me 
a book as a present      

I do not read as well as other students 
in my class      

 
11.   I read because: (Tick as many as you like) 

It is a skill for life It will help me get a job It teaches me how other 
people live and feel 

It helps me understand 
more of the world It is fun It helps me find out what I 

want/need to know 

It gives me a break 
(escapism) I have to It helps me understand 

more about myself 
 
12.   Which of the following do you read outside of class? (Tick as many as you like) 

Websites  Newspapers  Teletext/Ceefax  

Magazines  Jokes  Factual books  

Fiction    Graphic novels  Comics  

Annuals  Manuals/instructions  Text messages  

Emails  Poetry  Plays  

Catalogues  Song lyrics  Posters/signs  

Cookbooks  Encyclopaedias  Travel books  

Audiobooks  
 Books & magazines in  a 

language other than  English  
Books & magazines 

about TV programmes  
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13.   What types of fiction do you like reading? (Tick as many as you like) 

Adventure  Horror/ghost  Romance/relationships   

Animal-related   Science-fiction/fantasy  Comedy   

Crime/detective   Sports-related   Realistic teenage fiction   

War/spy-related   Poetry   I don’t read fiction  
 
14.   Where do you like reading? (Tick as many as you like) 

Home: Lounge/Living room  Bedroom   Bath  

 Toilet  Garden    
School: Classroom   School library   Playground  

Community: Travelling (bus, train, 
car etc)  Cafe  Town library  

 Outside, e.g. park  Friend’s house    
 

15.   I would be more likely to read if: (Tick as many as you like) 

I had more time  Books were cheaper  
It was about subjects I 

am interested in  

I enjoyed it more  Libraries were better  Books had more pictures  

I knew what to read  
Someone read aloud 

to me  The stories were shorter  

Libraries were closer  I found reading easier  My friends read more  
My school encouraged 

me more  
My parent(s)/carer(s) 
encouraged me more  I had better eyesight  

 
16.   Which activities would you like to do to help yourself and others read more? 
(Tick as many as you like) 

Reading groups with friends  Talking about my favourite reads   

Reading games   Helping choose stock for the library   

Writing book reviews   
Helping  younger children with their 

reading   

Designing displays for the library   Reading for charity/sponsorship   

Designing websites/magazines  Rating books for your peers   

Reading for a competition or prizes  Meeting authors/celebrity readers  
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Reading with other people 
 

17.   Who taught you to read? (Tick as many as you like) 

Mum/carer         Dad/carer         

Grandparent         Brother/sister         

Friend         Teacher  

Teaching Assistant          Other   
 
18. Who do you read with? And who do you talk about reading with? 
   (Tick as many as you like) 
 Read with    Talk with  Read with Talk with 

Mum/carer     Dad/carer   

Grandparent     Brother/sister   

Friend     Teacher   

Librarian     Teaching  assistant   

Other      

 
19.   Does your mum, dad or carer encourage you to read? 

Mum/carer  Yes, a lot       Yes, sometimes   No, not at all   
Dad/carer  Yes, a lot       Yes, sometimes   No, not at all   
 
20.   Does your mum, dad or carer spend time reading?   

Mum/carer  Yes, a lot       Yes, sometimes   No, not at all   
Dad/carer  Yes, a lot       Yes, sometimes   No, not at all   
 
21.   Who should encourage you to enjoy reading? (Tick one box only) 

School    Home    Both    Neither    Don’t know   
 
22.   Who should teach you to read? (Tick one box only) 

School    Home    Both    Neither    Don’t know   
 
23.  How many of the following do you have at home? (Tick as many as you like) 

A computer  A desk of your own  Books of your own  

Access to a daily newspaper  Access to magazines  
  

 
 
 
 


